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were still distant. (Reliq. xxviii. 17 a). This would bring
us to "before the close of b.c. 171. (Fynes Clinton, Fasti
Hellen., iii. pp. 318, 319). Ptolemy Philometor fell into
the hands of Antiochus, and his brother, Euergetes II., was
made king b.c. 170 (1. c. and above, p. 17). Euergetes II.
was advised by Comanus and Cineas (Polyb. Reliq. xxviii.
16), whose envoys to Antiochus threw the blame of the
war on Eulseus (17). The government of Eulseus may,
therefore, very fairly be assigned to the interval from about
b.c. 174-3 to 172-1, or the eighth to the tenth years
of Ptolemy Philometor. There is no evidence to shew
whether or not Lenseus remained his colleague through
this period. It is, however, to be observed that there
were two ministers up to its close. Livy speaks, under the
consulate of P. Licinius and C. Cassius (b.c. 171), of tutores
(xlii. 29).- As to the exact function of these ministers,
they combined the guardianship of the king (errtT/Hwim,
tatores) with the administration of the kingdom, for this
distinctly appears in the case of the younger Sosibius and
his successor Tlepolemus (Polyb. Reliq. xvi. 22), in the
minority of Ptolemy Epiphanes. The office is well de-
scribed by Justin, speaking of M. JEmilius Lepidus, a
later minister. "Morte regis legatos Alexandria! ad
Romanes misere orantes, ut tutelam pupilli susciperent. . .
Mittitur et M. Lepidus in JEgyptum, qua tutorio nomine
regnum pupilli administret" (xxx. 2, 3). I may, however,
be required to shew that the name of a powerful minister
might be expected on Egyptian coins. The case of the
TT^V
letters'   ^^or *he name of Tryphon, on tetradrachms of
Antiochus VI., is a sufficient parallel, and that of < on
coins of Ptolemy III. and IV. may well apply to the first
Sosibius. I am aware that there is a difference between

